
DC - FDA - UMD Chapters of 
Sigma Xi

thSpring Banquet June 11  

Please join us for our annual Spring banquet on Friday June 11th at the UMD golf course club house 
7pm.  This years banquet promises to be great! The DC, FDA, and UMD chapters will be cosponsoring 
the banquet this year...  Our speaker is Dr. Jonathan Sackner-Bernstein who is the Associate Center 
Director, Post Market Operations Center for Devices and Radiological Health for the FDA. The title of his 
Talk is “Science and the FDA”. 

     Dr. Sackner-Bernstein directs the development and implementation of the Center's 
medical product safety programs with the goal of fostering innovation. In parallel, 
Sackner-Bernstein is the champion of the Center's initiative to reengineer as a matrix 
organizational structure. Since joining the Center last summer, Sackner-Bernstein's 
focus includes integration of engineering and medical aspects of product evaluation 
premarket with the needs for surveillance in the postmarket setting. 
     Prior to joining the Agency, Sackner-Bernstein served as a consultant to the Center 
as a member of the Medical Device Dispute Resolution Committee, following 
membership as an ad hoc member of the Cardiovascular and Renal Drugs Advisory 
Committee. In parallel with his expertise in regulatory science and FDA operations, Dr. 
Sackner-Bernstein brings to his role 20 years of experience in clinical practice, clinical 
research and healthcare management, with that research experience in pre-clinical, first-
in-human, proof of concept, pivotal and post-approval studies. 

When: Friday June 11th
Where: UMD Golf Course Club house
            

Cost: $35 per person

What: Buffet dinner with cash bar
Herb grilled chicken / Broiled Mahi-mahi / Vegetable Lasagna
Assorted salads
Rice Pilaf / Broccoli
Selection of Desserts
Coffee / Tea / Iced Tea

RSVP: RSVP June 4th
           Paypal:  

****** Seating is limited to 40 members/guests per chapter!!! *****************

 http://www.golf.umd.edu

Sigmaxidc@gmail.com Check: DC Chapter of Sigma Xi
           Checks: : made out to DC Chapter of Sigma Xi

Mail to: Sigma Xi c/o Cristina Paul, 670 Swan Dr. Deale, MD 20751

Name: ______________________________Chapter: __________

Name: _____________________________ Chapter: __________ 

Total _________ x $35 = __________    

http://www.golf.umd.edu
mailto:Sigmaxidc@gmail.com


Café Scientifique! 
Have you attended a Café Scientifique yet? Join us!!!!!

The DC Chapter of Sigma Xi has partnered with the Rockville Science Center to sponsor monthly 
cafe’s in Rockville. Currently the cafe’s are on the third Wednesday of each month. Locations vary but most 
are currently held at Branded 72’ on E. Gude Dr. starting at 7pm. These events are open to the public and 
FREE to attend. Topics are different each month! For more information

     Not near Rockville? We also support the café scientifiques at Eleanor Roosevelt High School in 
Greenbelt MD. This café is the third Tuesday of each month and runs during the school year Sept. - May. 
Topics vary. The public is invited to join at 5pm for the lecture portion of the event. There are activities for 
students beginning at 4pm. 
    There are two other area café scientifiques, Arlington, VA, and Anapolis MD. To find a café near you or the 
topic for upcoming events  please visit 

 
http://www.rockvillesciencecenter.org/cafe.html 

http://www.cafescientifique.org/ .  

USA Science and Engineering Festival! 
October 23 and 24th 2010 - National Mall

 
Coming this fall to the DC National Mall - Please plan on attending the USA Science 
and Engineering Festival. Sigma Xi will have a booth at the festival and we are in need 
of your help! We will be asking for Sigma Xi scientist to volunteer a couple hours of 

time to participate in “Ask a Scientist!”.  Each scientist will present 5-10 min talk about what they do and the 
general public can then ask questions. We will also be having “Science Jeopardy” - We have a board with 
sliders and will ask participants to answer science questions in question format like the TV show. We are 
looking for good questions! Got one? Please email us at sigmaxidc@gmail.com  Want to volunteer?  - Thank 
you!   

The DC, UMD, and Tidewater chapters would like to thank the students from UMD, Georgetown 
U., Morgan State U., Norfolk State U., Hampton U., Christopher Newport U., USDA-ARS and 
FDA for sending students to present their research! Thank you to all the Sigma Xi members who 

assisted in putting the day together as well as those who helped to judge, sponsored students, and attended 
the event! We look forward to putting together another program next spring! 

  The FDA chapter would like to thank all the High School students and the winners from Howard, 
Montgomery, DC and Prince George’s counties who presented posters at the Annual Science Fair held at 
UMD. (coincidentally both poster events were held the same day! - guess we all need to improve our 
communication skills!) The FDA also extends thanks to all the Sigma Xi members who made time in their 
schedules to assist in organizing and running the event as well as judging the posters. 

On a personal note thank you to all the area members who attend all the various events that each 
chapter promotes and organizes. If you have ideas for out of the “box” events, suggestions about how we can 
improve our communications, improve attendance, or topics for future lectures... please let us know! 

 sigmaxi@gmail.com
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