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Education: 

 

B.A.           City College of New York         1968 

 

M.S.           University of Massachusetts,     1972  

                        Public Health 

 

Ph.D.          Harvard University               1978  

                        History of Science 

 

Immediate Past Position:  

University Distinguished Professor, City University of New York, 1996-1998. 

           

Major Grants, Fellowships and Honors 
 

       2015         The Garrison Lecture, American Association for the History of Medicine, Annual 

 Convention. New Haven. 

 

       2014          John P. McGovern Science and Society Award, Sigma Xi, The Scientific Research  

   Society. 

 

       2013                    Frederick Holmes Lecture, Yale University, School of Medicine, September 16.  

 

2013          Invited Member, Expert Advisory Committee for the Center for the History of 

Medicine and Public Health (CHM) at the New York Academy of Medicine. 

 

mailto:dr289@columbia.edu
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   2010             Elected to National Academy of Sciences, Institute of Medicine. 
 

   2008-2010          National Science Foundation, Grant, “The Quandary of Environmental Research: 

 Lead, Children and Scientific Investigation.” 

       

        2008-2010          National Institutes of Health, National Library of Medicine, “Sidewalk Asylums: A 

History of Homelessness in New York and Los Angeles.”  

 

        2008-          Fellow, New York Academy of History  

  

   2007          Lecturer, Coronado Conference on Integrity in Science, Bretton Woods, New  

   Hampshire, May 4, 2007. 
 

        2006                   Lecturer, Neurotoxic metals: lead, mercury and manganese. From research to            

                                    prevention, Brescia, Italy, June 17-18, 2006 

. 

2006          Visiting Lecturer, Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, Paris, April- May, 

2006. 

 

2006                   New York Committee on Occupational Safety and Health Annual Award for 

Outstanding Contribution to the Health of Workers and the Public, June, 2006. 

 

2005   Fifth Annual Upton Sinclair Memorial Lecture for Outstanding Occupational 

Health, Safety, and Environmental Investigative Journalism, Social Concerns 

Committee, American Industrial Hygiene Association, May. 

 

2005                  Elected, Governing Council, American Association for the History of Medicine. 

 

2003-2006 Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, Independent Investigators Award, The UN-      

Natural History of Disease.  

 

2002-2003 “Oral Histories of Public Health Workers following September 11.” Robert Wood 

Johnson Presidential Grant. 

 

2002-2004           “The Impact of September 11 on the Public Health Infrastructure,” Milbank 

Memorial Fund Grant. 

 

2001-2003 “Power and Pollution: The Politics of Industrial Disease.” Principle Investigator, 

National Science Foundation Research Grant 

 

2000      Distinguished Alumnus Award, University of  Massachusetts, School of Public 

Health  

 

2000 Arthur Viseltear Award for “Outstanding Contributions to the History of Public 

Health,” Medical Care Section, American Public Health Association. 

 

1996  John Lassiter Lecturer, "The Politics of Abandonment: Race and Mental Health  

http://www.aiha.org/aihce05/techsessions-mon.htm#lecture1
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in Post-War New York," New York Academy of Medicine, New York. May 2.      

  

       1996          Appointed University Distinguished Professor, 

City University of New York, Baruch College and CUNY Graduate School  

 

       1992        Presidential Excellence Award for Distinguished 

                    Scholarship, Baruch College/City University of New York 

 

1987-1988 John Simon Guggenheim Fellow 

 

1986  Elected to Delta Omega, Tau Chapter, Honorary Society in Public Health 

 

1982-1983 National Endowment for the Humanities Fellow at the Hastings Center, Institute 

of Society, Ethics and the Life Sciences 

 

1978 Elected to Sigma Xi, Honorary Science Society 

 

1979 AHSR Dissertation Research Grant, NIH.  

 

         1973-1976    Josiah Macy Fellow in the History of Biology and Medicine 

 

         2013   USA Today List of 12 Best New Books on the Environment   
(http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2013/04/21/earth-

day-best-new-environmental-books/2096489/)  

 

 

Books:  

Lead Wars: The Politics of Science and the Future of America’s Public Health, (co-authored with Gerald 

Markowitz), (Berkeley: University of California Press/Milbank Fund, 2013; 2014, (Paper)). 

 

The Contested Boundaries of American Public Health, (co-edited with James Colgrove and Gerald 

Markowitz), (New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 2008). 

 

Are We Ready? Public Health Since September 11
th
, (co-authored with Gerald Markowitz), 

(Milbank/University of California Press, , 2006)(Named as “American Schools of Public Health Deans’ 

List of Recommended Books, 2007). 

 

Deadly Dust: Silicosis and the On-Going Struggle to Protect Workers' Health 

New and expanded edition, (co-authored with Gerald Markowitz) (University of Michigan Press, 2005). 

 

Deceit and Denial: The Deadly Politics of Industrial Pollution, (co-authored with Gerald Markowitz), 

(University of California Press/Milbank Memorial Fund,2002; paper 2003). 

 

Children, Race, and Power: Kenneth and Mamie Clark's Northside Center, (co-authored with Gerald 

Markowitz), (University Press of Virginia,1996; Routledge Press, 2000). 

 

"Hives of Sickness," Epidemics and Disease in New York,(edited) (Museum of the City of New York and 

New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 1995). 

http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2013/04/21/earth-day-best-new-environmental-books/2096489
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2013/04/21/earth-day-best-new-environmental-books/2096489/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2013/04/21/earth-day-best-new-environmental-books/2096489/
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Deadly Dust: Silicosis and the Politics of Occupational Disease in Twentieth Century America, (co-

authored with Gerald Markowitz), (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1991; paper, 1994).(Noted as 

one of its "Outstanding Academic Books of 1991" by Choice).  

 

Dying for Work: Safety and Health in the United States (ed. with G. Markowitz) (Bloomington: Indiana 

University Press, 1987; paperback ed. 1989).(Noted as an "Outstanding Academic Book of 1987" by 

Choice). 

 

"Slaves of the Depression", Workers' Letters about Life on the Job, (ed. with G. Markowitz) (Cornell 

University Press, 1987). 

 

A Once Charitable Enterprise, Hospitals and Health Care in Brooklyn and New York, 1885-1915, 

(Cambridge and New York: Cambridge University Press, 1982, (paper) 2004; Princeton: Princeton 

University Press,(paper) 1986). 

 

World Civilization. V. 1&2, (ed. Western Hemisphere selections), (New York: McGraw-Hill, 

1994,1997,2001, 2004). (Chinese Language Edition, Beijing, 2013). 

 

Health Care in America, Essays in Social History (ed. with S. Reverby) (Philadelphia: Temple University 

Press, 1979). 

 

 

B. Chapters in Book: (Including Major Encyclopedia Essays) 

 

“The History of Structural Approaches in Public Health,” [with James Colgrove and Amy Fairchild] in 

Structural Approaches in Public Health,  eds., Marni Sommers and Richard Parker, (New York: Routledge, 

2103), pp. 17-27.  

 

“An Injury to One is an Injury to All: Movements for Occupational Safety and Health in Twentieth 

Century America,” Keynote [with Gerald Markowitz] in Brian Dolan and Paul Blanc, eds. At Work in the 

World: Proceedings of the Fourth International Conference on the History of Occupational and 

Environmental Health, (San Francisco: University of California Press, Medical Humanities Press, 2012), 

pp.40-55. 
 

“Making Distinctions Natural: The Uses of Categorization in Human Biology,” [with Dorothy Nelkin] in 

Robert Baker, ed. The Encyclopedia of Bioethics, (Cambridge University Press, 2009). 

 

“’Plastic Coffin,’ :Vinyl Chloride and the American and European Chemical Industry,” [with G, 

Markowitz] in Marie C. Nelson, ed. Occupational and Public Health, Lessons from the Past – Challenges 

for the Future, (Stockholm: Arbetslivsinstitutet, 2006), pp. 55-77. 

 

“Public Health in U.S. Cities,  A Historical Perspective,” in Freudenberg, Galea and Vlahov, eds. Cities 

and the Health of the Public, (Nashville: Vanderbilt Press, 2006), pp. 129-142. 

 

“Building a Toxic Environment: Historical Arguments about the Past and Future of Public Health,” [with 

G. Markowitz] in Stevens and Rosenberg, eds. History & Health Policy in the United States: Putting the 

Past Back In, (New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 2006, pp. 130-152). 
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“Beyond Typhoid Mary: The Origins of Public Health at Columbia and in the City,” in Living Legacies at 

Columbia ed. by Tom (DRT) Mathewson, William Theodore De Bary (Editor), Jerry Kisslinger (Editor), 

(New York: Columbia University Press, 2006). 

 

“Disease and Poverty,” in the Gwendolyn Mink and Alice O'Connor, Poverty in the United States: An 

Encyclopedia of History, Politics, and Policy (NY: ABC-CLIO, 2005) 

 

“Toxic Torts: Historians in the Courtroom,” in Take Back the Academy, History of Activism,. History as 

Activism ed. Jim Downs and Jennifer Manion, (New York: Routledge, 2004), 103-112. 

 

“’Beyond the Great Doctors’ Revisited: A Generation of the ‘New’ Social History of Medicine,” (with 

Susan Reverby),  in John Harley Warner and Frank Huisman, eds. Locating Medical History, (Baltimore: 

Johns Hopkins Press, 2004), 167-193. 

 

“Leona Baumgartner,” in Notable American Women, (Harvard University Press, 2004). 

 

“The Trustees’ Dilemma: Hospitals as Benevolence or Business – Looking Back a Century,” (with 

Elizabeth Robilotti), in The Ethics of Hospital Trustees, ed. By Bruce Jennings, (Washington: Georgetown 

University Press, 2004) 

 

“The History of the Lead Industry’s Promotion of White Lead Paints,”[with Gerald Markowitz], in New 

York State Bar Association, Lead Paint Poisoning Prevention and Litigation, (New York:  NYSBA, 2002) 

pp. K-1-K-56. 

 

“From Dust to Dust: The Birth, Death and Rebirth of the Silicosis Issue,”(with G. Markowitz), in Steve 

Kroll-Smith, Philip Brown, Valerie Gunter, eds., Illness and the Environment, (New York University 

Press,2000)162-175. 

 

“Hospitals, Health Insurance, and the American Labor Movement,” (with G. Markowitz), in Alan Marcus 

and Hamilton Cravens, eds.,“Hospitals, Health Insurance, and the American Labor Movement,” (with G. 

Markowitz), in Alan Marcus and Hamilton Cravens, eds., Health Care Policy in Contemporary America, 

(University Park: Pennsylvania State University Press, 1997, pp.74-94. 

 

"Hives of Sickness and Vice," Introduction to: Hives of Sickness, Public Health and Epidemics in New 

York City, (Rutgers University Press, 1995), pp. 1-30. 

 

"Disease and Society During the Twentieth Century," in Columbia World History of the Twentieth 

Century, ed. By Richard Bulliet, (Columbia University Press,1998) 

 

"Occupational Disease," Cambridge  History and Geography of Disease, (with G. Markowitz),(New York: 

Cambridge University Press, 1993), 187-192 (20 mss. pages). 

 

"Health Care," in Encyclopedia of American Social History, v.III, ed. by M. Cayton, E. Gorn, P. Williams, 

(New York: Scribners, 1993), pp.2399-2409 (40 mss. pages). 

 

"Deadly Fuel, Leaded Gasoline and the Growth of the Automobile Industry," in Graebner, True Stories, 

(McGraw-Hill, 1992), pp. 126-141; (second edition,1996, third edition, 2003). 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/search-handle-url/002-7098539-4917655?%5Fencoding=UTF8&search-type=ss&index=books&field-author=Tom%20%28DRT%29%20Mathewson
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/search-handle-url/002-7098539-4917655?%5Fencoding=UTF8&search-type=ss&index=books&field-author=William%20Theodore%20De%20Bary
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/search-handle-url/002-7098539-4917655?%5Fencoding=UTF8&search-type=ss&index=books&field-author=Jerry%20Kisslinger
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"Epidemics," and "Medicine," in The Readers' Companion to American History, ed. by E. Foner and J. 

Garraty, (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1991), pp. 354-356; 717-719. 

 

"Doing Good or Doing Well, The Origins of Modern Hospital Administration", in Golden and Long, 

Hospitals and Community (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1989, pp.157-169. 

 

"Uniformity and Homogeneity, Historical Perspectives on the American Hospital," in Seay and Vladeck, 

eds. In Sickness and in Health, The Mission of the Voluntary Hospital, (McGraw-Hill, 1988), pp. 87-123. 

 

"Workers' Health and Safety - Some Historical Notes," (with G. Markowitz), Introduction to Dying for 

Work, Workers' Safety and Health in Twentieth Century America, (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 

1987), pp.ix-xx. 

 

"Safety and Health as a Class Issue: The Workers' Health Bureau of America, During the 1920s," in 

Rosner and Markowitz, eds. Dying for Work, Workers' Safety and Health in Twentieth Century America, 

(Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1987), pp.53-63. (Revised from previously published article). 

 

"Research or Advocacy: Federal Occupational Safety and Health Policies During the New Deal," in Rosner 

and Markowitz, eds. Dying for Work, Workers' Safety and Health in Twentieth Century America, 

(Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1987), pp. 83-102.(Revised from previously published article). 

 

"'A Gift of God'"? The Public Health Controversy over Leaded Gasoline," in Rosner and Markowitz, eds. 

Dying for Work, Workers' Safety and Health in Twentieth Century America, (Bloomington: Indiana 

University Press, 1987), pp. 121-139.(Revised from previously published article). 

 

"In the Grime and Dirt of a Nation,"(with G. Markowitz), Introduction to "Slaves of the Depression,” 

Workers' Letters About Life on the Job, (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1987), pp.1-16. 

 

"Safety and Health During the Progressive Era," (with G. Markowitz), in J. Leavitt and R. Numbers, 

Sickness and Health in America, 2nd edition, 1986, (third edition, 1998) pp.507-521. 

 

"American Public Health Association," Social Service Organizations, P. Romanofsky, ed. (Westport: 

Greenwood Press, 1978). 

 

"Beyond the Great Doctors", (with S. Reverby), Introduction to Health Care in America, Essays in Social 

History, (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1979), pp.3-17. 

 

"Business at the Bedside: Brooklyn's Hospitals During the Progressive Era,” in S. Reverby and D. Rosner, 

eds., Health Care in America, pp. 117-130, reprinted in Health PAC Bulletin, 1979. 

 

 

D. Papers in Professional Journals and Major Reports: 

 

 

“The Long Struggle to Protect Workers’ Lungs Against Silicosis,” Milbank Quarterly, 92(June, 2014), 

191-194. 
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“Persistent Pollutants:  A Brief History of The Discovery of the Widespread Toxicity of Chlorinated 

Hydrocarbons,” Environmental Research, (with Gerald Markowitz) (Jan. 2013), 126-133. 

file:///C|/Users/dr289/Documents/My%20Dropbox/New%20Folder/David%20and%20Jerry/pdfs/pdfs%20

of%20our%20articles%202/dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.envres.2012.08.011 . 

 

“With the Best Intentions: Lead Research and the Fate of America’s Children,” American Journal of 

Public Health, (with Gerald Markowitz) 102 ( November, 2012), e19-33. 

 

“From the Triangle Fire to the  BP Explosion: A Short History of the Century-Long Movement for Safety 

and Health,” (with Gerald Markowitz), New Labor Forum, 20(Winter, 2011), 27-32. 

 

“Traditions, Transitions and Transfats: New Directions for Public Health,” Public Health Reports, (with 

Linda Fried),125(January-February, 2010), 3-7. 

 

“The Exodus of Public Health: What History Can Tell Us about Its Future,” American Journal of Public 

Health, (with Amy Fairchild) 100 (January, 2010), 54-63. 

 

“Schools of Public Health Are Essential Infrastructure of a Responsible Society and a Twenty-First 

Century Health System,” Public Health Reports, (with Colgrove et. al.), 125(Commentary, January-

February, 2010)8-14. 

 

“’Spanish flu, or Whatever It Is….’”: The Paradox of Public Health in a Time of Crisis,” Public Health 

Reports, (Special Supplement, April, 2010). 

 

“Vinyl Chloride Propellant in Hair Spray and Angiosarcoma of the Liver Among Cosmetologists and 

Barbers: Case Reports,” [with Gerald Markowitz, et. al.] International Journal of Occupational and 

Environmental Health 15(April, 2009) 36-42. 

 

“The Trials and Tribulations of Two Historians: Adjudicating Responsibility for  

Pollution and Personal Harm,” [with Gerald Markowitz], Medical History, 53(April, 2009), 271-292. 

"When History Goes to Court," Revue d'histoire Moderne et Contemporaine, [with Gerald Markowitz] 

(forthcoming, Winter, 2009). 

“Trials and Tribulations: What Happens When Historians Enter the Courtroom,” Law & Contemporary 

Problems, 72(Winter, 2009), 137-158. 

 

“L’histoire au Prétoire: Deux Historiens dans les Procés des Maladies Professionnelles et 

Environmentales,” (with G. Markowitz), Revue d’Histoire Moderne & Contemporaine, 56(Jan-Mars, 

2009), 227-255. 

 

“ ‘A Problem of Slum Dwellings and Relatively Ignorant Parents’: A History of Victim-Blaming in the 

Lead Pigment Industry," Environmental Justice, 1(September 2008), 159-168. 

  

“Bringing History to the Public,” Environmental History, 12(April, 2007), 365-368. 

"The Politics of Lead Toxicology and the Devastating Consequences for Children," [with Gerald 

Markowitz], American Journal of Industrial Medicine, 50(September, 2007)740-756. 

“Standing Up to the Lead Industry: An Interview with Herbert Needleman,” Public Health Reports, 

../../../../AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/pdfs/pdfs%20of%20our%20articles%202/dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.envres.2012.08.011
../../../../AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/pdfs/pdfs%20of%20our%20articles%202/dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.envres.2012.08.011
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120(May-June, 2005), 300-337. [with G. Markowitz] 

J. Lockhardt Gibson and the Discovery of the Impact of Lead Pigments on Children’s Health: A Review of 

a Century of Knowledge,” Public Health Reports, 120(May-June, 2005), 296-300. [with B. Lanphear and 

G. Markowitz]. 

“Uncovering a Deadly Cancer: The National Implications of Revelations at the B.F. Goodrich Plant in 

Louisville,” [with Gerald Markowitz], The Register of the Kentucky Historical Society, 102(Spring, 2004), 

157-181. 

Emergency Preparedness, Bioterrorism, and the States: The First Two Years After September 11, [with G. 

Markowitz], (New York: Milbank Memorial Fund Report, 2004), 78 pages. 

"The Struggle over Employee Benefits: The Role of Labor in Influencing Modern Health Policy," [With 

Gerald Markowitz] Milbank Quarterly, 81(Mar 2003). 

 

“Politicizing Science: The Case of Bush Administration’s Influence on the Lead Advisory Panel at the 

Centers for Disease Control,” [with Gerald Markowitz], Journal of Public Health Policy, (Summer ,2003), 

pp.101-124. 

 

September 11 and the Shifting Priorities of Public and Population Health, [with G. Markowitz], New 

York: Milbank Memorial Fund Report, 2003). 

 

“Cursed Bugiardi,” Epidemiologia e Prevenzione,[with G. Markowitz, Italian Translation from English] 

27(January-February)2003. 

 

“Corporate Responsibility for Toxins,”[with Gerald Markowitz], Annals of the American Academy of 

Political and Social Science, 584(November, 2002)159-174. 

 

“Industry Challenges to the Principle of Prevention in Public Health: The Precautionary Principle in 

Historical Perspective,” [With Gerald Markowitz], Public Health Reports, 117(2003)501-512. 

 

“Lead: The Relevance of History,”[with Gerald Markowitz], Mealey’s Litigation Report, [LexisNexis], 

Nov. 1, 2001, 1-19. 

 

“Two Lives, Three Legs, One Journey: A Retrospective Appreciation of Zena Stein and Mervyn Susser,” 

[with Gerald Oppenheimer], International Journal of Epidemiology, 31(2002)49-53. 

 

“’Le Prove di una Cospirazione Illegale delle Imprese,’: Il Cloruro di Vinile e L’industria Chimica in 

America e in Europa,”[“Evidence of an Illegal Conspiracy by Industry’’:Vinyl Chloride and the American 

and European Chemical Industry,”] Epidemiologe e Prevencione, [Translated in Italian], with G. 

Markowitz, (November, 2002). 

 

“Historical Perspectives on New York City Health,” [with Amy Fairchild], International J. of Mental 

Health, 28(Winter, 1999-2000), 9-19. 

 

“Cater to the Children”: The Role of the Lead Industry in a Public Health Tragedy, 1900-1955,”[with 

Gerald Markowitz] American Journal of Public Health,  90(January 2000),36-46.  
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“Labor Day and the War on Workers,” American Journal of Public Health, September,[with G. 

Markowitz] 89(September,1999), 1319-1321. 

 

“When Does a Worker’s Death Become Murder?,” American Journal of Public Health, 90(April, 2000). 

 

“The Living City,: Engineering Social and Urban Change in New York City, 1865to 1920,” (with Amy 

Fairchild), Bulletin of the History of Medicine, 73(Winter, 1999), 124-129.  

 

"The Reawakening of National Concern About Silicosis," Public Health Reports, 113(July/August 

1998),302-311. 

 

“Battle for Breath,” (with G. Markowitz),Dissent, Spring, 1998, pp.44-48. 

 

“Race, Foster Care and the Politics of Abandonment in New York City,” American Journal of Public 

Health, 87(Nov. 1997), pp.1844-1849. 

 

"Hospitals, Health Insurance and Labor: Blue Cross and New York in the Post World War II 

Decades,"(with G. Markowitz), Journal of Policy History, Winter, 1997. 

 

"Topics for Our Times: Don't Inhale -- Reflections on Garbage!," American Journal of Public Health, 

86(February, 1996)159-161. 

 

"The Limits of Thresholds, Silica and the Politics of Science, 1935 to 1990," (with Gerald Markowitz), 

American Journal of Public Health, 85(Feb. 1995), 253-262. 

 

"Workers, Industry, and the Control of Information: Silicosis and the Industrial Hygiene Foundation,"(with 

G. Markowitz), Journal of Public Health Policy, (Spring, 1995), 29-58. 

 

"Race, Youth and Labor," American Journal of Industrial Medicine, (Spring, 1992).  

 

"Consumption, Silicosis and the Social Construction of Industrial Disease," (with G. Markowitz) Yale 

Journal of Biology and Medicine, 64(Fall, 1991), 481-498. 

 

"Seeking Common Ground: A History of Labor and Blue Cross" Journal of Health Politics, Policy and 

Law,(with G. Markowitz) 16(Winter, 1991),695-718. 

 

"Between Public and Private: A Half Century of Blue Cross in New York," (with Fox and Stevens), 

Journal of Health Politics, Policy and Law, 16(Winter, 1991), 643-650. 

 

"Expert Panels and Medical Uncertainty," (with Gerald Markowitz), American Journal of Industrial 

Medicine, (Winter, 1990-91), 131-134. 

 

"The Illusion of Medical Certainty, Silicosis and the Politics of Industrial Disease," (With G. Markowitz) 

Milbank Quarterly, (Supplement 2, 67 (1989) pp. 228-253)revised and reprinted in Framing Disease, ed. 

by Charles Rosenberg and Janet Golden, (Rutgers University Press, 1991).  

 

"Street of Walking Death," (with G. Markowitz), Journal of American History, 77(September, 1990),525-

552 ("reprinted" in CD-ROM by McGraw Hill). 
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"Death and Disease in the House of Labor," (with G. Markowitz), Labor History, 30(Winter, 1989), 

pp.113-117. 

 

"A Note About George Rosen and His Final Paper," Journal of the History of Medicine, 43(October, 

1988), 386-390. 

 

"More than Economism, Safety and Health Policy, 1934-1947," Milbank Quarterly, (with G. Markowitz), 

64(Summer, 1986), pp. 331-354. 

 

"Poison at the Pump," (with G. Markowitz) Thesis, (Fall, 1986), (22-29).(Awarded a Silver Medal for 

"Best Articles of the Year," by the Council for the Advancement and Support of Education). 

 

"A `Gift of God'? The Public Health Controversy over Leaded Gasoline During the 1920s." American 

Journal of Public Health, (with G. Markowitz), 75(April, 1985),344-352; (reprinted in The Underside of 

American History, 5th Edition, and Dying for Work). 

 

"Advocacy and Science in Conflict: The U.S. Department of Labor and the Public Health Service and 

Occupational Safety and Health Between the Wars",(with G. Markowitz) Journal of Social History, 

18(March, 1985), 365-381, (reprinted in Dying for Work). 

 

"Safety and Health as a Class Issue: The Workers' Health Bureau of America, 1921-1927,"(with G. 

Markowitz) Science and Society, 48(Winter, 1984/85), 466-482 (reprinted in Dying for Work). 

 

"Health Care and the `Truly Needy', Nineteenth Century Origins of the Concept," Milbank Quarterly, 

60(Summer, 1982), 355-385. 

 

"Living History," (with B. Rosenkrantz), American Journal of Public Health, 83(Oct.l982)1107-1109. 

 

"Gaining Control: Reform, Regulation and New York's Community Hospitals," American Journal of 

Public Health, 70(May, 1980),533-542. 

 

"Doctors in Crisis: The Use of Medical Education Reform", (with G. Markowitz), American Quarterly, 

25(March l973), 87-105, reprinted in S. Reverby and D. Rosner, eds. Health Care in America, 

(Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1979). 

 

"Social Control and Social Service: The Changing Use of Space in Charity Hospitals," Radical History 

Review, 21(Fall, l979), 183-197. 

 

"Tempest in a Test-Tube, Medical History and the Historian," Radical History Review, 26(1982)166-171. 

 

 

Review Essays 

 

“Dead on Arrival: The Politics of Health Care in Twentieth Century America,” Business History Review, 

(Spring, 2004), 148-151. 

 

“A Plague on Your House,” J. of Public Health Policy, (2002). 
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"Human Guinea Pigs: Medical Experimentation Before World War II," Reviews in American History, 

December, 24(Dec.1997),652-656. 

 

"Technology in the Hospital," Reviews in American History, 25(1997). 

 

"Losing Patients: Culture, Consumption and Popular Ideas about Science and Medicine," Reviews in 

American History, 17(June, 1989). 

 

"Institutions Tranformed," Science, 239(Jan. 1988), pp.79-80. 

 

"Bearing Down," in Reviews in American History, 15(December, 1988),pp.668-673. 

 

"For the Poorest of the Poor," Reviews in American History, 12(June, 1984), pp.236-240. 

 

"Organized Medicine," Man and Medicine, 5(1980), pp.69-75. 

 

"State of the Art in Medical Historiography - The Social Transformation of American Medicine by Starr," 

in Journal of Health Politics, Policy and Law, 8(1983),p. 611-616. 

 

E. Book Reviews: 

Selected Book Reviews: 

 

Sellers and Mellin, eds. “Dangerous Trade,” in Bulletin for the History of Medicine, 86(2012), 677-678. 

 

McGarrity, “Bending Science,” Journal of Clinical Investigation, 119(January, 2009), 2. 

 

Blum, “Love Canal Revisited: Race, Class, and Gender in Environmental Activism,” Journal of American 

History (2009). 

 

Murphy, “Sick Building Syndrome and the Problem of Uncertainty,” Journal of the History of Medicine 

and Allied Sciences April, 2007. 

 

Daniel, “Toxic Drift,” Journal of Environmental History, (April, 2007), 419-421. 

 

Gordon, “Dead on Arrival,” Business History Review, (2004). 

 

Risse, "Mending Bodies," ISIS, 94(June 2003), 336-337 

 

Hammonds, Childhood’s Deadly Scourge, in Journal of Health Policy, Politics and Law, 26(Dec. 2001), 

pp. 195-198. 

 

Opdycke, Public Hospitals, Bulletin of the History of Medicine, (Fall, 2000). 

 

Fitzpatrick, "The Blues," Journal of American History, 1998. 

 

Carson, Healing Body, Mind, and Spirit: The History of the St. Francis Medical Center Pittsburgh, 

Pennsylvania, (June, 1996) in Journal of Social History. 
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Gamble, Making a Place for Ourselves, in ISIS, 1996. 

 

Cole, Elements of Risk and Casamayou, Bureaucracy in Crisis, in Annals of the American Association of 

Political Science, (Winter, 1996). 

 

Duffy, History of Public Health in New York City, 1866-1966, in Social Science and Medicine, 10(1976), 

p.201-202. 

 

Brieger, Theory and Practice in American Medicine, in Social Science and Medicine, 11(1977), p.299. 

 

Fischer, Growing Old in America, in Journal of Health Politics, Policy and Law, 3(1979), p.576-578. 

 

Rosen, Healing and History - Essays for George Rosen, in ISIS, 71(1980), p. 675-676. 

 

Scull, Madhouses, Mad Doctors, and Madmen - The Social History of Psychiatry in the Victorian Era, in 

ISIS, 74(1983), p. 264-265. 

 

Melosh, The Physician's Hand, in Journal of American History, 70(Dec. 83), 636-7. 

 

Treacher, The Problem of Medical Knowledge, in Social Science and Medicine, 18(84), 1098-99. 

 

Numbers, Compulsory Health Insurance, in Technology and Culture, 26(April, 1985), 328-9. 

 

Lee, The Nation's Health, 2nd Edition, in Inquiry, 22(1985), p.103. 

 

Drachman, Hospital with a Heart, in Journal of Social History, 20(Winter, 1986), 391-92. 

 

Thackrah, The Effects of Arts, Trades, and Professions on Health and Longevity, in ISIS, 78(June, 1987), 

288-90. 

 

Cherniack, The Hawk's Nest Incident,in ISIS, 78(Dec. 1987),656-7. 

 

Noble, Liberalism at Work, in Dissent, 34(Summer, 1987), 397-98. 

 

Navarro, Crisis, Health, and Medicine, in Inquiry, 24(1987), p.191-192. 

 

Weindling, The Social History of Occupational Health, in Journal of Social History, 21(Spring, 88), 582-3. 

 

Hollingsworth, A Political Economy of Medicine - Great Britain and the United States, 74(1988), p. 1386-

1387. 

 

Kornbluh, A New Deal for Workers' Education, in Journal of American History, 75(1989),p.1363. 

 

Sicherman, Alice Hamilton, in Journal of Public Health Policy 

 

Proctor, Racial Hygiene - Medicine Under the Nazis, in Journal of Health Politics, Policy and Law, 

16(1991), no.2, ppp.419-422. 
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Young, Pure Food - Securing the Federal Food and Drugs Act of 1906, in Journal of American History, 

77(1991), p.1392. 

 

Ellis, Yellow Fever and Public Health in the New South, in American Historical Review, 98(1993), 

p.1328-1329. 

 

Curran, Dead Laws for Dead Men, in Journal of American History, 81(September, 1994), 756. 

Hendricks, A Model for National Health Insurance, in American Historical Review, 99(September, 1994), 

999. 

 

Fox, Power and Illness, in Journal of Health Politics, Policy and Law, (1995). 

 

Casamayou, Bureaucracy in Crisis, and Cole, Elements of Risk,in Annals of the American Academy of 

Political and Social Science, (1995). 

 

7. Non-Refereed Publications 

 

“Beyond Typhoid Mary: The Origins of Public Health at Columbia and in the City,” Columbia Magazine, 

Spring, 2004, pp.23-28. 

 

"Pollute the Poor," The Nation, July 6, 1998. 

 

"Harlem's History of Pain," New York Newsday, September 30, 1994, Op-Ed Page. 

 

"Hospitals," in American Cities and Suburbs: An Encyclopedia, (Greenwood Press, 1996), 12 ms. pages. 

 

"Race and Foster Care," (with G. Markowitz), Dissent, (Spring, 1993), 233-237. 

 

"Historical Perspective on the Mission of the Voluntary Hospital," in Health Care: Industry or Ministry? 

Proceedings of the TeKolste Forum, (Indianapolis: Indiana Hospital Association, 1991), pp. 69-105. 

 

"Disaster Stalked the Workplace," The Clarion, April, 1990, pp.7,10. 

 

"Beth Israel's Early Years," in The First Hundred Years, Beth Israel Medical Center, A Common Purpose 

and Shared Commitment, (New York: Beth Israel Hospital, 1990),pp.29-41.  

 

"Occupational Health," in Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, Nov. 22, 1988, p.15 in Special Section, "Health and 

Human Values." 

 

"Health, Hospitals and Class," Seaport Magazine, 21(Fall, 1987),28-33. 

 

"Workers and the 'Right to Know,'" Our Right to Know, Fund for Open Information and Accountability, 

Spring, 1985, pp.15-16. 

 

"Biographies of Great Physicians," American Medical Biography, (Westport:Greenwood Press, 1984) 

 

"The Specter of Limits," New York Times, Op-Ed. page, June 11, 1980. 
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various letters to the New York Times, newspapers and professional newsletters, etc. 

 

Recent Web Publications: 

 

“You Say Troposphere, I Say Stratosphere” at The Pumphandle, A Watercooler for the Public Health 

Crowd,” http://thepumphandle.wordpress.com/2007/01/08/you-say-troposphere-i-say-stratosphere/ 

 

“9/11: Katrina Started at Ground Zero,” at Tomdispatch, (The Nation Institute) 

http://www.tomdispatch.com/post/118304/rosner_and_markowitz_9_11_as_the_first_katrina_moment ,  

 

“The Problem with Smallpox,” at Tomdispatch (The Nation Institute), 

http://www.tomdispatch.com/post/224/the_smallpox_scare . 
 

“OSHA at Forty,” at Huffington Post, http://www.huffingtonpost.com/david-rosner/osha-at-

forty_b_804195.html  

 

The Atlantic on Lead Paint and the Soda Ban (The Atlantic, April 22, 2013: 

http://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2013/04/why-it-took-decades-of-blaming-parents-before-we-

banned-lead-paint/275169/  

 

New York Review of Books on Lead Wars March 21, 2013: 

http://www.nybooks.com/articles/archives/2013/mar/21/lead-poisoning-ignored-scandal/?pagination=false  

 

America Is Poisonous to Your Health (Salon: April 29, 2013: 

http://www.salon.com/2013/04/29/christie_3_partner/ ) 
 

  

Grants-in-Aid and Elected Positions: 

 

        2008-2010        Principle Investigator, National Science Foundation, Grant, “The Quandary of  

    Environmental  Research:  Lead, Children and Scientific Investigation.”   

      

        2008-2010                 Principle Investigator, National Institutes of Health, National Library of  

    Medicine, “Sidewalk Asylums: A History of Homelessness in New York 

 and Los Angeles.”  

 

        2004-2008                   Governing Council, American Association for the History of Medicine 

 

2003-2006 Robert Wood Johnson Investigator Award for “The Un-Natural History of 

Public Health: From Epidemics and Injuries to Chronic Illness and Bio-

Terrorism.” (with Gerald Markowitz). 

 

2002-2003 Principle Investigator, Oral Histories of  September 11. Robert Wood Johnson 

Foundation Presidential Award.  

 

2002-2004 Principle Investigator, The Future of Public Health, Milbank Memorial Fund. 

 

http://thepumphandle.wordpress.com/2007/01/08/you-say-troposphere-i-say-stratosphere/
http://www.tomdispatch.com/post/118304/rosner_and_markowitz_9_11_as_the_first_katrina_moment
http://www.tomdispatch.com/post/224/the_smallpox_scare
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/david-rosner/osha-at-forty_b_804195.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/david-rosner/osha-at-forty_b_804195.html
http://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2013/04/why-it-took-decades-of-blaming-parents-before-we-banned-lead-paint/275169/
http://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2013/04/why-it-took-decades-of-blaming-parents-before-we-banned-lead-paint/275169/
http://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2013/04/why-it-took-decades-of-blaming-parents-before-we-banned-lead-paint/275169/
http://www.nybooks.com/articles/archives/2013/mar/21/lead-poisoning-ignored-scandal/?pagination=false
http://www.nybooks.com/articles/archives/2013/mar/21/lead-poisoning-ignored-scandal/?pagination=false
http://www.salon.com/2013/04/29/christie_3_partner/C:/Users/dr289/Documents/AdobeStockPhotos
http://www.salon.com/2013/04/29/christie_3_partner/
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2000-2002 Principle Investigator, National Science Foundation, “The Shifting Boundaries 

of Occupational and Environmental Health.” 

  

1999-2000 Principle Investigator, National Science Foundation, Research Grant, “Building 

the Living City.” 

 

1992-95     Principal Investigator, "Race and Mental Health in New York, 1946-1976,"  

National Endowment for the Humanities Interpretive Research Grant. 

 

         1992-93    Research Grant, The Winthrop Group, "Northside, Mental Health and Race,"  

 

         1990-      Principal Investigator, Northside, Youth and Harlem, 1946-present, Ford      

Foundation, New York Times; and Lilly Foundation Grants.  

 

         1989-90    Metropolitan Life Research Award, Center for the Study of Philanthropy 

 

         1991      Panelist, Agency for Health Services Research. U.S. Department of Health and  

         Human Services. 

   

         1990          George Rosen Lecturer, Yale University School of Medicine and Beaumont   

Medical Club, New Haven. 

 

        1989             Panelist, National Endowment of the Humanities, Interpretive Research Grants. 

 

       1988-               Associate Editor for Health and Medicine, Encyclopedia of New York City, (Yale  

          University Press, 1995). 

 

       1988-                      Advisory Board, Museum of the City of New York Project on the History of          

                                      Epidemics in New York. 

  

      1987-1989          Co-Principal Investigator (with G.Markowitz), National Endowment for the          

                                       Humanities, Interpretive Research Grant. A History of Occupational Safety and     

                                        Health 

 

1987-1989              Co-Project Director, "Philanthropy in American Society" from Kellogg 

Foundation and American Association of Colleges      

      1986-1993       Research Grants, PSC-CUNY Award 

       

      1986-1987       Research Grant, Health Services Improvement Fund,  Blue Cross History Project 

       

      1985-1987              Research Grant, Milbank Memorial Fund(with G. Markowitz).                             

 

      1983-1985       "The Movement for Occupational Safety and  Health Before the Wars",                 

                                        PSC-CUNY Research Grant 

 

      1982-1983       CUNY Scholar Incentive Award 

 



 
 16 

       1976-1978       Principal Investigator, Pre-Doctoral Research Grant, National Center for Health  

                                        Services Research, U.S. Dept. of Health and Human Services. 

 

Presented Papers, Lectures: Below is a very limited variety of presentations delivered. Below this is a 

listing of others delivered at various universities and professional organizations. 

 

“Lead Wars,” American Public Health Association Annual Conference, Boston Convention Center, 

November 11, 2013. 

 

“Lead Wars,” Lehman Center for American History, Columbia University, October 8, 2013. 

 

Day-Long Conference on “Lead Wars,” at University of Virginia, Miller Center, October 3-4, 2013. 

 

Organizer and Presenter, “Silicosis in International Perspective,” Science Po, Paris, France, September 24, 

2013. 

 

“Lead Wars,” University Lecture, University of Wisconsin, September 18, 2013. 

 

 “The Politics of Science,” Robert Wood Johnson foundation, New Brunswick, New Jersey, September 12, 

2013. 

 

“Lead Wars: The Politics of Science,” American Public Health Association Conference, November, 2013. 

 

“Silicosis and It’s International Meaning,” Sciences Po, Paris France, September 24, 2013. (Meeting 

organized by David Rosner (Columbia)  and Paul Andre Rosental (Science Po) through the Alliance. 

 

“Lead Wars: The Politics of Science,” University of Wisconsin, School of Medicine, Colloquia in the 

History of Medicine, September 17, 2013. 

 

“Science, Politics and Science Politics,”  Frederick Holmes Lecture, Yale University School of Medicine, 

September 16, 2013. 

 

“Lead Wars,” Café Columbia, April 1, 2013. 

 

“Lead Wars: The Politics of Science,” Ethics in Science, University of Houston, March 25, 2013. 

 

“Lead Wars,” presented at “History In Action,” Columbia University, March 9, 2013. 

 

“Lead Wars: Science and the Fate of America’s Children,” John P. McGovern Lecture, Yale’s School of 

Medicine, Fall, 2013. 

 

“With the Best of Intentions,” Bates Center for History of Nursing, University of Pennsylvania, February 

29, 2012.  

 

“Commentary,” on “Foreclosed: Rehousing the American Dream,” Museum of Modern Art Symposium, 

New York, February 17, 2012. 
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“With the Best of Intentions? Universities, Low-Level Dangers, and The Coming Crisis in Public Health” 

Harvard University Health Services Clinical Staff Dinner, September 27, 2011. 

  

“With the Best of Intentions,” David Rogers Seminar, Cornell University Medical School, September 21, 

2011. 

 

“Movements for Occupational and Environmental Health: History and Politics,” Keynote, 4
th
 International 

Conference on the History of Occupational and Environmental Health,” San Francisco, June 21, 2010. 

 

“Torts and Retorts,” University of Chicago, Pritzker School of Medicine, March 3, 2010. 

 

“Toxic Torts and Retorts: History and the Law,” Café Social Science, Columbia University, New York, 

January 25, 2010. 

 

Annual Conference, American Public Health Association, November, 2009. 

 

International Symposium on Silicosis, Rome, Italy, October-Nov. 2009. 

 

New Jersey Medical Society, October, 2009. 

 

Yale University Lecture on American Civilization, April 7, 2009. 

 

Swarthmore College, Disaster Preparedness,” April 2, 2009. 

 

Moderator, “Risk Factors and Public Health,” American Association for the History of Medicine, Annual 

Convention, Rochester, April 10, 2008. 

 

“Trials of a Historian,” University Lecture, University of Wisconsin, February 13, 2008. 

 

“Trials and Tribulations,” Georgia Tech University, March 27, 2008. 

 

Plenary session, “Movements for Public Health,” Annual Conference, American Public Health 

Association, Washington, Nov. 2007. 

 

 “Trials and Tribulations: A Historian in the Courtroom,”  Edward and Amalie Kass Lecture, Wellcome 

Centre for the History of Medicine/University College London, Dec. 10, 2007.\ 

 

“The Past and Future of Public Health,” Plenary Presentation, American Public Health Association, 

Washington, November 4, 2008. 

 

“International Conference on Comparative Approaches to the History of Silicosis,” Ecole des Hautes 

Etudes en Sciences Sociales, Paris, France, October 26-27, 2007. 

 

“Deceit and Denial,” Herbert H. Lehman Center for American History, Columbia University, Great Books, 

Series, Feb. 8, 2007. 

 

“Historians in the Crosshairs,” University of California, Los Angeles, December 12, 2006. 
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“Terrorism and Bioterrorism,” John Jay College, November, 2006. 

 

“Scientific Integrity and Scientific Intimidation,” Society for Environmental Journalists, Burlington, Vt., 

October, 2006. 

 

Lead and other Heavy Metals, University of Brescia, Brescia, Italy, June, 2006. 

 

Lecture Series, Ecole Des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Social, Pairs, April, 2006. 

 

“Deceit and Denial,” Neilly Series, University of Rochester, March 23, 2006. 

 

“History in the Courtroom,” New York University, Tamiment Seminar in Labor & Social History, March 

6, 2006. 

 

“History Matters:  Lead Poisoning, Vinyl Chloride, Corporate Power and Environmental Health Policy,” 

Grand Rounds, Department of Health Policy, Mt. Sinai School of Medicine, February 28. 2006. 

 

“History Matters: Lead Poisoning, Vinyl Chloride, Corporate Power and Environmental Health Policy," 

Milwaukee Medical Society, February 21, 2006. 

 

“Lead and the American Environment,” Four Evenings in the History of Science, Columbia University 

Medical Center, April 24
th
, 2005. 

 

“Taking Care of Business: Childhood Lead Poisoning and the Politics of Environmental Disease,” Sarah 

Lawrence College, February 16, 2005. 

 

“Historians and the Chemical Industry,” NYU Forum on Scientific Integrity, February 11, 2005. 

 

“New York Under Construction: Lead in the Urban Environment: ‘Building an Epidemic,” General 

Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen, Labor, Literature and Landmarks Lectures, February 1, 2005. 

 

January 11, 2005, “Health, History and the Legal System,” Cornell University Medical School, David 

Rogers Lecture. 

 

September 15, 2004 “Taking Care of Business: The Deadly Politics of Industrial Pollution,” Fifth Annual 

Medical Humanities Conference,” University College, London. 

 

May 13, 2004"Implications of Brown v. Board of Education: Then and Now," CUNY Graduate Center 

Symposium on Brown, 50 Years Later. 

 

February 6, 2004, Grand Rounds, Mt. Sinai School of Medicine Department of Community Medicine, 

“Childhood Epidemics, Environmental Health and the Problem of Counting,” New York City. 

 

October 16, 2003, Carole W. Samuelson Inaugural Lecture in Public Health Practice, University of 

Alabama School of Public Health, Birmingham. 
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November 13, 2003, David Rosner and Gerald Markowitz Book Session: Deceit and Denial, Social 

Science History Association, Baltimore. 

 

November 11, 2003, Distinguished STS/HM lecture, “Trials and Tribulations: Childhood Lead Poisoning 

and Evaluating the Responsibility for a Public Health Disaster,” Ann Arbor, University of Michigan. 

 

September 22, 2003. “Toxic Science: The Lead Industry andthe Makings of a Childhood Epidemic," Yale 

University History of Science Seminar. 

 

September 12, 2003, “September 11 and the Public Health Response,” Nashville, Southern Public Health 

Association Annual Conference. 

 

December 9, 2002, “A History of a Public Health Tragedy,” National Alliance against Lead Poisoning, 

Annual Board Meeting, Washington, D.C. 

 

November 21, 2002, Whitehead Lecture, University of Pittsburgh. 

 

November 6, 2002, Deceit and Denial, talk, Chicago Public Library. 

 

November  4, 2002, “Covering the World with Lead,” National Library of Medicine, National Institutes of 

Health, Bethesda, Md. 

 

October 30, 2002, University Seminar, Brown University, Providence, Rhode Island. 

 

October 12, 2002, “Lead Poisoning in Baltimore,” Society of Environmental Journalists, Baltimore, Md. 

 

October 9, 2002, “Covering the Earth with Lead,” Johns Hopkins University, Institute for the History of 

Medicine, Baltimore. 

 

April, 2002, Ida Beam Invited Lectures, University of Iowa, Iowa City. 

 

March, 2002, Chilodhood Lead Poisoning, A Historical Perspective, Centers for Disease Control, Atlanta. 

 

May 19, 2000, “Cater To the Children,” American Association for the History of Medicine, Bethesda, MD. 

 

April 15, 2000, Verne Moore Lecture, University of Rochester, Rochester, New York. 

 

Nov. 1997, “Silicosis, State of the Art,” American Public Health Association, Annual Convention, 

Indianapolis, Indiana. 

 

October 15, 1997, “The Re-emergence of Silicosis,” Labor History Conference, Wayne State University, 

Detroit. 

 

March 26-27, 1997, Panelist, “What’s Preventing Prevention?” National Silicosis Conference, sponsored 

by NIOSH, MSHA, OSHA, Washington, D.C. 
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November 20, 1996, Honoree of "An Evening With...", the Medical Care Section of APHA discussion of 

"Race and Social Services for Children," with David Rosner, June Jackson Christmas and Jack Geiger.  

American Public Health Association Annual Conference, New York. 

 

November 20, 1996, Presenter, Arthur Viseltear Award, American Public Health Association Annual 

Conference, New York. 

 

November 20, 1996, "The Politics of Abandonment, Race and Mental Health in Post-War New York," 

American Public Health Association Annual Conference, New York. 

 

May 22, 1996, Occupational Disease Panel, American Industrial Hygiene Association Annual Conference, 

Washington, D.C. 

 

May 2, 1996, John Lassiter Lecture, "The Politics of Abandonment,Race and Mental Health in Post-War 

New York," New York Academy of Medicine, New York. 

 

September 16, 1995, "Public Health and Public Accountability," at "Symposium of Hives of Sickness: 

Public Health and Epidemics in New York City, sponsored by Museum of the City of New York and the 

New York Academy of Medicine at the Museum, Blue Mountain Lake, New York. 

 

"Tuberculosis and Public Health in New York," opening lecture at the Adirondack Museum for their 

exhibit on "Tuberculosis in the Wilderness," July 15, 1995 at the Museum. 

 

April 12, 1995, "Between Care and Cure: The Changing Epidemiology of Disease in Major American 

Cities," at Brooklyn Hospital Sesquicentennial. 

 

March 11, 1995, "The Changing Face of Environmental Justice," American Society of Environmental 

History, Las Vegas, Nev. 

 

February 9, 1995, "Race and the Politics of Abandonment, New York City in the Post-War Decades," at 

The Orphan Project, Fund for the City of New York. 

 

November 3, 1994, Presentation of Viseltear Prize, American Public Health Association, Annual Meeting, 

Washington, D.C.  

 

November 3, 1994, "Psychiatry and Race in New York," American Public Health Association, Annual 

Meeting, Washington, D.C 

 

March 9, 1994, "The Problem of Medical Uncertainty," Heberden Society Lecturer, New York Hospital-

Cornell Medical Center. 

 

Nov. 30, 1993, "Thresholds and Silica - The Problem of Medical Uncertainty," Second International 

Conference on Silicosis and Cancer, San Francsico.  

 

Nov. 28, 1993, Chair and Presenter, "The Ambiguous History of the United States Public Health Service," 

American Public Health Association, Annual Meeting, San Francisco. 
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Nov. 28, 1993, Presenter of Viseltear Award to James Jones, American Public Health Association, Annual 

Meeting, San Francisco.  

 

October 13-14, 1993, "The Limits of Thresholds: Silica and the Politics of Science," at Danger, Risk, and 

Safety: Ideas and Practices, Center for the History of Business, Technology, and Society, Hagley Museum 

and Library, Wilmington, Delaware. 

 

September 16-17, 1992, "Silicosis and the Politics of Dust," University of Rochester, School of Medicine 

and Department of  

History. 

 

May 29, 1992, "A History of Race and Child Labor," Conference on Child Labor, Mt. Sinai School of 

Medicine, New York City. 

 

March 3, 1992, "Silicosis and Occupational Disease," Harvard University, Department of History of 

Science and School of Public Health. 

 

October 10, 1991 "Silicosis and the Politics of Industrial Disease," The History of Occupational Safety and 

Health, Third Labor History Symposium of the George Meany Memorial Archives, Washington, D.C.   

 

Nov. 10, 1991, "Historical Perspective," TeKolste Forum, Indiana Hospital Association, Indianapolis, 

Indiana. 

 

September 13, 1990, Respondent to talks by Rosemary Stevens and Bruce Vladeck, Health Services 

Improvement Fund, New York. 

 

August 29, 1990, 17e Congres International Des Sciences Historiques, "Disease and Society, Silicosis and 

the Social Construction of Occupational Disease," Madrid, Spain. 

 

May 4, 1990, "The Politics of Occupational Disease," Political Science "Friday Forum," CUNY Graduate 

Center. 

 

March 30, 1990,  George Rosen Lecturer, Yale University Medical School and Beaumont Medical Club, 

New Haven. 

 

Jan. 1990, Chair, "Medicine and Difference: Comparative Perspectives," American Historical Association, 

Annual Meeting, New York. 

 

Nov. 9, 1989, "The Masking and Unmasking of Industrial Disease," Institute of the History of Medicine, 

Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore. 

 

Nov. 3, 1989, "An Evening with David Rosner," The Graduate Program in Health Care Administration," 

Simmons College. 

 

Nov. 17, 1989, "Silicosis and Social Construction," Anthropology Department, CUNY Graduate Center. 

 

January, 29 1989, "Discovering Workers' Lung Diseases: Lay and Medical Perceptions of 

Pneumonoconiosis," New York Academy of Sciences, (Section on History and Philosophy of Science)  
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August 14-18, 1988, "Voluntary Providers of Health Care in New York City," The Institute of History of 

the Hungarian Academy of Science, Third Meeting of American and Hungarian Historians, Budapest, 

sponsored by IREX, the ACLS and the Hungarian Academy. 

 

May 12, 1988, "The Technology of Medical Uncertainty," Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Dept. of 

Political Science, Cambridge. 

 

May 5, 1988, "Unions, Employees and the Rise of Third Party Payment," Kellogg Seminar in Health 

Policy, Advanced Management Program for Clinicians, NYU. 

 

June 7, 1987, "Workers Health and Benefit Plans," Wellcome Institute for the History of Medicine, 

University College, London. 

 

January 29, 1986, "The Ambiguous Relationship:  Public Health, Public Policy and Workers' Lives," New 

York Academy of Sciences. 

 

February 22, 1986, "Hostile or Hostel? The Hospital in the Nineteenth Century," at Woman in Medicine 

Exhibition, New York Academy of Medicine. 

 

October 23-25, 1986, "Safety and Health During the New Deal," North American Conference on Labor 

History, Toronto. 

 

January 29, 1986, "The Ambiguous Relationship: Public Health, Public Policy and Workers' Lives," New 

York Academy of Sciences (Section on History and Philosophy of Science). 

 

April 10, 1985, University of Wisconsin, Madison, University Lecture, "Leaded Gas and the Public Health 

Debates of the 1920s,". 

 

Nov. 12, 1985, "The Changing Hospital-Lessons for Administrators", American Public Health 

Association, Annual Meeting. 

 

Nov. 13, 1984, "A Gift of God', The Tetra Ethyl Lead Controversy in the 1920s,"  American Public Health 

Association Annual Meeting. 

 

Nov. 4-5, 1984, "What's Our Line?:  The Changing Direction of Health Administration Education,"  The 

Wood Institute Conference, The College of Physicians of Philadelphia. 

 

Nov. 3-4, 1983, Perspectives on Safety and Health, Rockefeller Foundation-Carnegie Mellon University, 

Conference on Applied Uses of Historical Research. 

 

May 3, 1983, "Hospitals and Health Care, "Harvard University, School of Medicine and Graduate School 

of Arts and Science. 

 

April, 1983, "Perspectives on Financing of Hospitals," New York City Office of Management and Budget 

Study Group. 
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Feb. 17, 1983, "Hospital Care and Conflict," Metropolitan Medical Anthropological Association, New 

School for Social Research. 

 

Nov. 14, 1982, "The Committee on the Costs of Medical Care Today,"  American Public Health 

Association, dinner in  honor of C. Rufus Rorem, I.S. Falk, Agnes Brewster and Margaret Klem, Montreal. 

 

October 21, 1982, "Management and Charity in Conflict, The Origins of the American Hospital," New 

York University, Health Care Seminar. 

 

May, 1982, "Historical Perspective on Hospital and Health Care," Association of University Programs in 

Health Administration, Annual Convention. 

 

April 29, 1982, "Hospitals and the American Physician, "Grand Rounds," George Washington University 

Medical School,. 

 

Dec. 7, 1981, "Hospital and Patient Care:  The Changing Relationship," Harvard University, School of 

Public Health 

 

Nov. 7, 1981, "Ideas for New Directions", Regional Historians Conference, Bard College, Poughkeepsie. 

 

Nov. 1, 1981, "Hospitals and History: New Directions and New Ideas," History and Public Health 

Committee of Medical Care Section, American Public Health Association, Los Angeles. 

 

Oct. 6, 1980, "The Physician of the Future," Medical Care Seminar Series, Sickroom Seminar Series, 

Milwaukee. 

 

March 3-5, 1980, "The  Hospital in Transition," Medical Care Seminar, National Health Policy Forum, 

Charleston, South Carolina. 

 

Nov. 7, 1979, "Role and Evaluation of Profit-Making in the Health Care Industry," American Public 

Health Association, Annual Convention,  New York Sheraton. 

 

May 5, 1979, "Political Change and Hospital Governance," American Association for the History of 

Medicine, Convention, Pittsburgh. 

 

March 14, 1979, "Hospitals and Health Care in the Progressive Era City,"  Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology, Seminar on Science and Society. 

 

Dec. 13, 1978, "Health Care in Transition: The Urban hospital in 19th and Early 20th Century America," 

Columbia University Seminar in Social and Preventive Medicine. 

 

May 16, 1978, "Demographic Change and the Organization of Health Services,"  Columbia University 

Seminar on the City. 

 

September 7, 1978, "Historical Perspectives on the Governance of Hospitals," Conference on Hospital 

Governance, Governor's Health Advisory Council, Albany. 
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April, 1978, "From Charity to Industry:  Hospital Management and Historical Change", Organization of 

American Historians, New York City. 

 

April 11, 1977, "Urban Reform and Management Ideals:  Brooklyn Hospitals During the Progressive Era," 

Morris Fishbein Center, University of Chicago, . 

 

October 15, 1976, "The Development of the Modern Hospital," Milbank Seminar Series, Boston 

University. 

 

 

May 2, 1975, "Boston's Health Care System During the Progressive Era: Changing Patters of Service and 

Delivery,"  American Association for the History of Medicine, Annual Convention,  Philadelphia, Pa. 

 

Other Presentations 

 

Universities: University of Chicago, Wisconsin, Harvard, Columbia, NYU, Johns Hopkins, Yale, 

Tufts, Bryn Mawr, George Washington, Boston University, Boston College, Cornell University School of 

Medicine, New School, Massachusetts, Case Western Reserve, MIT, CUNY (virtually all campuses), New 

York Hospital- Cornell Medical School, Downstate Medical Center, Mt. Sinai School of Medicine, Albert 

Einstein College of Medicine, Sarah Lawrence, SUNY-(Buffalo, Binghamton, Albany, Stony Brook), 

Union College, University College, London, University of Rochester, Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences 

Sociales, Yale, Princeton, etc. 

 

 

 

Professional Meetings: New York Academy of Medicine, American Public Health Association 

(12), American Historical Association(2), Organization of American Historians (3), Milbank Roundtable, 

American Association for the History of Medicine (3), United Hospital Fund (3), Blue Cross Health 

Services Improvement Fund (2), New York Anthropological Association, Columbia University Seminars 

(5), International Congress of the Historical Sciences, TeKolste Forum, Indianapolis, American 

Anthropological Association Annual Meeting, The Orphan Project, American Association of 

Environmental History (2), etc.  

 

    Peer Reviews for Scholarly Journals [selection] 

Journal of American History 

Milbank Memorial Quarterly 

Journal of Social History 

Medical Care 

American Journal of Public Health 

Journal of the History of Medicine 

Bulletin of the History of Medicine 

Women and Health 

Journal of Public Health Policy 

Public Health Reports 

Journal of Urban History 

Journal of Interdisciplinary History 

Environmental History Review 

Health PAC Bulletin 
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Medical History (England) 

Journal of Health Politics, Policy and Law 

American Historical Review 

And others. 

 

Manuscripts for University Presses 

Harvard University Press 

Duke University Press 

University of North Carolina Press 

Cambridge University Press 

Indiana University Press 

Princeton University Press 

Cornell University Press 

Temple University Press 

Yale University Press 

University of Pennsylvania Press 

Oxford University Press 

Johns Hopkins University Press 

Rutgers University Press 

University of Wisconsin Press 

Columbia University Press 

University of Pittsburgh Press 

University of Rochester Press 

Duke University Press 

University of Michigan Press 

Ohio University Press 

And others 

Grant Reviewer: 

 

National Endowment for the Humanities 

Interpretive Research Division 

Archive and Museum 

Documentary 

Agency for Health Services Research, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

National Academy of Sciences 

Commonwealth Foundation 

National Science Foundation. 

National Institutes of Health, National Library of Medicine 

 

Editorial Boards: 

Editorial Board, Journal of Public Health Policy 1995-present 

Contributing Editor, Public Health Reports, 2003-present 

Guest Editor, Journal of Public Health Policy, Summer, 2003 

Guest Editor, Journal of Health ,Policy, Politics and Law, 1990. 

Women and Health (History Editor), 1986-1998 

Associate Editor for Health and Science, Encyclopedia of New York City (Yale University Press, 1995; 

2006) 

Editorial Board, Health PAC Bulletin, 1980-1985 
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University of Rochester Press, Consulting Editor, Series on the History of Public Health, 1999- present. 

  

Television, Radio 

Moyers & Co. Interview with David and Jerry (April 2013) 

Interview on Baltimore Public Radio May 1, 2013: http://programs.wypr.org/podcast/lead-wars-

wednesday-may-1-12-1-pm?quicktabs_1=0  

Leonard Lopate Interview ( http://www.wnyc.org/story/290662-lead-wars-hem-performs-live-mars-rover-

nadeem-aslams-new-novel/)  

National Public Radio, “Tell Me More,” September, 2009. 

WNYC, Leonard Lopate Show, 2003; September, 2006. 

National Public Radio, “All Things Considered,” May, 2005 

National Public Radio, “Talk of the Nation” with Neil Conan, May 2, 2005. 

 “Air America” 2005. 

“Reportage Without Frontiers,” Greek National Television, 2003. 

WBAI, 2004 

CNN, 2004. 

WAMC,(Roundtable with Susan Arbetter) WBUR (Here & Now ), WNYC (New York and Company), 

NPR (Living on Earth)WPNR(Tom Pope Show) (October-November 2002), WBAI (2002) 

PBS (March 26, 2001) interviewed by Bill Moyers, in Trade Secrets. 

“Blue Vinyl,” on HBO, June, 2002. 

Canadian Public Radio, “This Morning,” April 26, 1999. 

British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC 4), April 13, 1999; January, 2007. 

TBS Special on Infectious Disease Epidemics (1997) 

National Public Radio -"All Things Considered" (1996) 

Spanish National Television (1994) 

Greek Television, (2004). 

PrimeTime Live (ABC) (1992) 

Canadian Public Radio (1991) 

Fox 5, New York City (1997) 

National Public Radio - "All Things Considered –Weekend Edition," (1990) 

Various local radio in New York, Philadelphia, New York State, California, Utah.  

 

Doctoral Committees and Dissertation Reviews  

New York University,  

Department of History 

Columbia University,  

Department of History 

School of Public Health 

Temple University 

Department of History 

Rutgers University 

Department of History 

SUNY Binghamton 

 Department of History 

And others 

Other Consulting 

 

Law Firms 

http://billmoyers.com/episode/full-show-the-toxic-politics-of-science/
http://www.wypr.org/podcast/lead-wars-wednesday-may-1-12-1-pm
http://programs.wypr.org/podcast/lead-wars-wednesday-may-1-12-1-pm?quicktabs_1=0
http://programs.wypr.org/podcast/lead-wars-wednesday-may-1-12-1-pm?quicktabs_1=0
http://www.wnyc.org/shows/lopate/2013/may/02/
http://www.wnyc.org/story/290662-lead-wars-hem-performs-live-mars-rover-nadeem-aslams-new-novel/
http://www.wnyc.org/story/290662-lead-wars-hem-performs-live-mars-rover-nadeem-aslams-new-novel/
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Weil, Gotshal and Manges 

Provost & Umphrey 

Wilentz, Goldman & Spitzer 

Cook & Butler 

Peter G. Angelos, Baltimore 

Motley  Rice, Charleston 

New York City Law Department 

State of Rhode Island 

City of Chicago 

City of St. Louis 

And others 

 

Museum, Colleges and Academies 

American Museum of Natural History 

New York Historical Society Advisory Committee 

Museum of the City of New York 

Adirondack Museum 

Brooklyn (LI) Historical Society  

New York Academy of Medicine 

Department of Medical Humanities 

   Downstate Medical College 

Tenement Museum, New York City 

And others 

 

Deposition and Trial Testimony 

Since 1993 David Rosner has provided numerous devotions and trial testimony in cases involving silicosis, 

asbestosis, vinyl chloride exposures, and lead. He has provided testimony and affidavits on behalf of 

private plaintiffs, injured workers, start and local government agencies in childhood lead poisoning cases, 

including New York City, Rhode Island, and Milwaukee. A list of depositions and trial testimony over the 

past five years is available upon request. 

 
 


