
 
 
 
I a m  a  d e p a rtm e n t c h a ir a n d  p ro fe s s o r o f b io lo g y a t Willia m s  Ba p tis t 
Un ive rs ity, p re s id e n t- e le c t o f th e  So c ie ty fo r th e  Stu d y o f Am p h ib ia n s  a n d  
Re p tile s  (SSAR) , a  g o ve rn in g  b o a rd  m e m b e r a n d  g e n e ra l h e rp e to lo g y s e c tio n  
e d ito r fo r He rp e to lo g ic a l Co n s e rva tio n  a n d  Bio lo g y, a n d  th e  E.E. Willia m s  Gra n t 
Co o rd in a to r fo r th e  He rp e to lo g is t’s  Le a g u e , a m o n g  o th e r ro le s . In  20 19 , I 
re c e ive d  th e  p re s id e n t’s  a wa rd  fro m  SSAR. I wa s  th e  Tre a s u re r fo r SSAR fro m  
20 13 to  20 17 a n d  th e  a c tin g  tre a s u re r fro m  20 17- 20 19 . I h a ve  b e e n  c h a ir o f th e  
SSAR fin a n c e  c o m m itte e  s in c e  2023 a n d  c h a ir o f th e  SSAR Lo n g  Ra n g e  
Pla n n in g  Co m m itte e  s in c e  20 24 . I a m  n o t fro m  a  p a rtic u la r p la c e , h a vin g  
m o ve d  a ro u n d  a  g re a t d e a l, b u t o b ta in e d  m y u n d e rg ra d u a te  e d u c a tio n  in  
b io lo g y a t th e  Un ive rs ity o f De la wa re , Mo n a s h  Un ive rs ity, a n d  Urs in u s  Co lle g e  
b e fo re  c o m p le tin g  m y m a s te r’s  a n d  d o c to ra te  a t th e  Un ive rs ity o f Mia m i 
s tu d yin g  th e  b e h a vio r o f An o lis  liza rd s  u n d e r th e  s u p e rvis io n  o f Dr. Ma rio n  
Pre e s t. I s p e n t m y c h ild h o o d  o b s e rvin g  h e rp s  o f va rio u s  typ e s  a n d  re c e ivin g  
e n c o u ra g e m e n t fro m  m e n to rs  a t th e  Min n e s o ta  He rp e to lo g ic a l So c ie ty a n d  
Ac a d e m y o f Na tu ra l Sc ie n c e s  o f Ph ila d e lp h ia , wh e re  I vo lu n te e re d  fo r m a n y 
ye a rs . 
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