Leveraging Communities and Social Media to
Engage with Members and the Public

By Heather Thorstensen, Sigma Xi Manager of
Communications
@heaththorst

Jamie Vernon, Sigma Xi Director of Science Communications
and Publications, Editor-in-Chief of American Scientist

@JLVernonPhD
Conference hashtag: #SigmaXimtg I
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Chapter Communities

* A place to talk with
your chapter’s
members
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Chapter Communities

e Chapter communities have replaced
listservs as the way for chapter leaders
to contact their members. —

B2 SIGMA XI s

° |t's Just as easy but there are more District of Columbia ' sems
features! -

* We will help you learn the new
system.

* Your chapter likely already has two
communities
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Feature

Listserv

Community

Ability to post messages via email or web interface

Moderators can approve messages via email

\

Members can reply via email

<

One list/community for active members, and also one for lapsed members

<

Active and lapsed members updated in real time

New chapter members added in real time

Moderators automatically updated when chapter officers updated

Statistics available for messages sent/viewed/bounced

I N Y

Chapter landing page available for adding chapter related content

\

Ability to share files through a chapter documents library

Ability to post chapter events and announcements
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What Do Chapter Officers Do for their Community?

* Make posts
* Moderate

 Add to the library
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it in a web browser,

@ If there are problems with how this message is displayed, dlick here to vi
From:
To:
e

Subject: and of Columbia - Inactive Members Digest for Wednesday November 9, 2016 >

)
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T Communities

District of Columbia - Inactive Members

Post New M

10e

Nov 9, 2016

started 12 hours ago, C

(0 replies)
Why Not Sigma Xi? =
1. Why 1renewed? Sitting here in our . Cristina Gouin-Paul

1. Why Not Sigma Xi?

Reply to Group Reply to Sender

Nov 9, 2016 11:58 AM

Crisl n-Pau

Why haven't you renewed? Sitting here in our Sigma Xi board of Directors meeting in the bowels of the hofel in Atlanta. Looking at the numbers... and wondering what we need to do to have our members renew their membership and become ACTIVE members of the chapter.
QOur magazine is again included in print copy as a part of your membership. The online form of the magazine will socon be new and improved as well.
These new communities we have on our websife help active members express themselves in a mulfitude of scientific discussions. A job board.
renewing is simple there is no penalty....

Please email me directly at sigmaxidc@amail.com if there is something | or the board can do increase our renewals. We also of course need new members... do you know anyone eligible for membership? Need help navigating how to do that or who is eligible again.. let me know.

If you are receiving this email you are a member of sigma xi though you are not an Active member. If you no longer live in the DC metro area you can transfer your membership to the active chapter which is closest to you or join out At Large membership.... again just let me know.. Only
you can change your chapter affiliation ..

Make it a fabulous day!

Thank youl

Cristina Gouin-Paul
DC Chapter president
MA director

Cristina Gouin-Paul
USDA - Agricultural Research Service

Reply to Group Online View Thread Recommend Forward

You are subscribed to "The Lab: Members to Members" as hthorst
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Use Your Chapter Community as a Website

Officers can add text and pictures to the top of their community’s
landing page to use it as a website for their chapter.

community.sigmaxi.org/communi allcommunities/chapterg s?Community

Welcome Chapter Leaders!

Sigma Xi's new Chapter Leader Community is now open for business.

This profassional collaborative platform is exclusive to Chapter Officars

Idea Exchange, Brainstorming and Support...Oh my!

‘Share your ideas with your fellow officers on recruitment and events. Post que:
acommon bond - you are the ifeblood of the organizatic
have a repository of experienced officers in this commu

Updates from Sigma Xi Headquarters

Your

apler Services team will post up to the minute information on what's ne
membership campaigns and other important information fof your chapter

Upcoming Events
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s in our Discussions forum. Members of this community share
ing on the local level as Sigma Xi Ambassadors. If you are a newer leader, you

with Sigma Xi. Check back for updates on meetings,

Announcements
Chapter Treasurer's Report

By 4 months ago
Oniine form for this year's Treasurer’s Report is now live. Submi
August 15, 2016 Piease use the link below o complete and submit the Treasurer's
Report

period is July 1

Chapter Annual Report is Now live

By S months ago

Online form for the FY2017 Chapter Annual Report is now livel Submission period is
July 1 August 15 2016 Please use the link balow to complete and submit the annual
report




Google Hangout on Using Chapter Communities

@ https://www.youtube.com/watch Y1LP

Find the link to watch this in the Chapter Leaders Community!
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Chapter Leader Community

A place for you to talk with each other and share
ideas

e 110 discussions so far

» All officers are automatically added to this
community

* Continue conversations from this conference
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Chapter Leader Community

e Stay connected to Sigma
Xi’s international programs

2= SIGMA XI THE SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH SOCIETY
T Communities

Home Communities ~ Directory ~ Events ~ Browse ~ Participate ~ Sigma Xi Home

Chapter Leaders #sans

* Watch for calls for judges
and volunteers

1to 50 of 61 threads (110 total posts)

50 perpage v |[EEEEVANEEELES

* Chapter Leader *
Communication message
every other week from e j :vz::gf:‘;j
Eman Ghanem, Director of e R
Membership, Chapters, and L ety

Programs
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Demo of a Community
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The Lab: Members to Members:
A community for all Sigma Xi members

Contact Us | Code of Conduct “

:T: SIGMAI‘XI THE SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH SOCIETY

Home  Communiies ~ Diectory -  Evenis~ Browse -  Participate - _

The Lab: Members to Members | st uoss

[ 46K ] [ 40 e [ 295K ]
110 50 of 477 threads (4 6K total posts
SO Post New Message

20 17 hours ago by
35 yesterday by

2 2 days ago by

95 10 days ago by [

27 11 days ago by el Me
2 16 days ago by

0 21 days ago by

26 24 daysagoby G T

0 one month ago by

29 one month ago by

32 one month ago by

42 one month ago by

1 one month ago by

0 one month ago by

0 one month ago by
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The Lab: Members to Members

i
=
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* Since launched in fall of
2014, there have been 4.6K
discussions

e Subscribed to a daily email
Of UpdateS < Back to Discussions

Topic: After Fukushima: Nuclear Power Programs Around the World

x Derle Smith
* You control the = e

18 days ago Dr. Emen

conversations ey

Albert Smith

18 days ago Dr. Me
l Philipp Kornreich
16 days ago

* Great networking g e
opportunity; get more from
. N R
your membership! ———

17 days ago Al £

! Albert Smith
17 daysago Dr. Rie. Now

x Itzhak Barkana
15daysago A
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Connecting Content from The Lab to Sigma Xi's Blog

* Sigma Xi launched a blog in 2015, Keyed In
* We monitor conversations in The Lab for ideas for our blog.
* We are giving members a public platform as a voice for credible science.

:r-‘ SIGMA X] THE SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH

KeyedinBlog ~ About  JoinSigmaXi BlogPolicy  Communities

Home I News ! Keyed In Blog

Sigma Xi Members Discuss the a
War on Science

[ May S . Featured on Home Page
A . KeyedIn

alled out “The War on Science,” leading t . News
henbach. Init, Achenbach explained why is there so much troubl

National Geogra y Washington
h : i :
epting community's consensus on topics such as climate e, penetically o d
accepting commur consensus on topics such as climate change, penetica TAGS
vaanes

academia Awards blog
(anada career career advice
chemistry industry Institute
on Science for Global Policy Jamie
Vernon jobs Keyedin Nobel
Prize Northeastern Regional
Research (onference Outreach
public outreach regional

e main themes of the discussion were meeting Research Science
communication STEM student

‘- - . .o BT P SRR R R U

e article prompted Dorothy g, aretired member from V v 0y
start a discussion in Sigma X for active members, The [ ab: Members to Membx
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KeyedinBlog  About Join SigmaXi BlogPolicy  Communities

A Quick Perspective on "The a
War on Science"

. Featured on Home Page
. KeyedIn
. News

TAGS

academia Awards blog
(anada career career advice
chemistry industry Institute
ING=HEALTH on Science for Global Policy Jamie
Vernon jobs Keyedin Nobel
Prize Northeastern Regional
Research (onference Qutreach
public outreach  regional
meeting Research Science
communication STEM student
student research  students

This is a guest post written by Sigma Xi member John Fennick. He wrote
this post to expand on his input to a conversation among Sigma Xi
members about the "war on science."




Social Media: Spreading Your Message to the Public

* Social media is powerful networking and communications tool!
* If you're just starting out on social media, try Facebook and Twitter.
e Use the same messages across different platforms

e Use social media for:
Campaigns to raise awareness about your chapter
Promote chapter events
Stay on top of Sigma Xi’s international news and programs
Share science news
Connect with potential members in your community
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Social Media: Promote Chapter Events

. NW PA Sigma Xi T m

A reminder that this Wednesday is the next
#ScienceCafe. See flyer for details.

What’s up with
Climate
Change?

'E;rth’s changing climate has spawned heated debate about cause and effect, -1
and risk and responsibility. For this Science Café, Professor Williams will lead a
discussion about the science and uncertainties that are perplexing society

about the warming of our planet.

Featured speaker:
Dr. Darren Williams

Professor of Astronomy, Penn State Behrend
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z_; The Ohio State Chapter of Sigma Xi ifs Like Page
, anuary 16, 2014

A message from Chapter President Dr. Clark Spencer Larsen:

"Hello Ohio State Sigma Xi Members! — | am thrilled to let you know that our
very own Dr. Mark Peeples, Past President (and current Secretary) of our
chapter of Sigma Xi has been elected the President of the National Sigma
Xi organization. All of us are excited for him and for the organization. This is
big commitment on his part, including a year beginning July 1, 2014 as
President-Elect, then a year as President, and then a final year as Past-
President. Good going, Mark!

Best regards,

Clark Larsen
President, Ohio State Chapter, Sigma Xi"

Sigma Xi: The Scientific Research Society: News: 2013
Election Results
2012 Sigma Xi Spring Elections

N~

Like Comment Share




Social Media: Tweet About this Meeting!

[ oy
dabaum77

Getting ready for @sigmaxi meeting! Poster for
research symposium

instagram.com/p/BMkcsSogg5l/ oy CGhase Kinsey r 2 Follow

morpno_nerp

Poster is finally printed and ready to go for the
Sigma Xi Student Research Conference in
Atlanta. Can't Wait! @SigmaXiSociety

10:24 AM - 10 Nov 201¢

x|

SIGMA XI

THE SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH SOCIETY




Women in Science Campaign

"Don't fear decisions;
embrace them. They
allow you to explore new
ideas and places. They

"Don't internalize other
people’s opinions about
what you are capable of.

o e §01 Bewhoyouareandgofor

what you want."

; —Dr. Namandjé N. Bumpus
—Dr. France A. Cordova 7 B ‘ Associate Professor of
Director of the National Science Medicine and Associate Dean
Foundation for Institutional and Student
Equity at Johns HopRins
University School of Medicine

> make your journey unique.”

A

o
e
i Yo
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Connect with New Members on
Social Media

SIGMA XI
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Interested in @SigmaXiSociety, but as gov't
contractor (mainly @NASA), my
work/research varies a lot. Any idea
whether | could qualify?

SigmaXiSociety ! :
astrophd Thanks for your interest! Here are the details about the

qualifications for membership: sigmaxi org/members/join-n

James Marshall t
SigmaXiSociety | saw that, but is "noteworthy achievement"” something

special? Or is having 2+ 1st author papers sufficient?

SigmaXiSociety
astrophd Having 2+ 1st author papers typically qualifies someone for
membership

f James Marshall f
- SigmaXiSociety Thanks, that's good to know. I'll try to look into it some more

then

James Marshall
SigmaXiSociety Do chapters forward applications to you? | sent one ~2

weeks ago, heard they got it, but nothing more. Curious about status

SigmaXiSociety
astrophd Timing depends on the chapter. Please email
chapters[at]sigmaxi[dot]org so we can get more info and look into it for you




Tell People About Sigma Xi
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Ei Andrew Rosenberg i -2 Follow

Hey twitter scientists: Are any of you Sigma
Xi members? are you finding it worth it?

@ 2 andrewmaxr

Fenella Saunders r 1
7 [@andrewmaxr @JLVemonPhD @ SigmaXiSociety | value opp. to know local

scientists and make tangible impact on community level. #whysigmaxi

-

L X A

Andrew Rosenberg
8 fenellasaunders @JLVermonPhD @SigmaXiSociety thanks Fenella! Ive

enjoyed the interdisc opps but havent been part of outreach beyond my coll

View other replies

Fenella Saunders r 1
’a andrewmaxr @JLVernonPhD @ SigmaXiSociety If you join new SX

communities online, chap officers are sharing best practices. #whysigmanxi

3 1

Andrew Rosenberg f
8 fenellasaunders @JLVemonPhD @SigmaXiSociety thanks! That's very

helpful. HS outreach is something | think we could do more of

View other replies




Share Science News on Social
Media

Subscribe to Sigma Xi SmartBrief for a
daily email of research news that you
can pass along on social media.

Give credit to the publisher in your
message, including SmartBrief.
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SIGMA X| SmartBrief SIGMA X1

Your World of Science News SIGNUP | FORWARD | ARCHIVE | ADVERTISE

Top Story

11th-century mummy's genes show signs of natural antibiotic resistance

An analysis of an 11th-century mummy from the incan empire capitai of Cuzco has reveaied the presence
of genes linked to antibiotic resistance, suggesting that resistance may not aiways be tied to antibiotic
overuse, according to a study pubiished in PLOS ONE. Researchers studying the mummy's microbiome
found that many modem-day antibiotics wouid not have been effective in treating the woman's case of
Chagas' disease because of the antibiotic-resistant genes present in her body. “The finding has practicai
implications in modem medicine and heips understand the evoiution of pathogens,* said study co-author
Gino Fomacian. Discovery (10/20

Snare:munn

Thinking Outside the Box

To stay relevant, companies need to spend as much time generating ideas
for the future as they do running their businesses today. Read Boomtown:
Think Like a Startup

Science in the News Seonsicred By D 1ala]

Unusual eating habits turn subordinate naked mole rats into nannies

infertite subordinate naked moie rats assume the care of their queen's pups after they absorb estrogen by
feeding on the queen's feces, according to findings presented at the Society for Neuroscience
conference. Naked mole rats reside in eusocial colonies much like bees, with a queen; some maies
capabie of impregnating her; and subordinates that forage for the group, protect the nest, and care for
the queen and her babies. The subordinates have no mature sex organs or hormones but pick up
estrogen by eating the pregnant queen's feces, researchers found. Nature (free content) ( 10/20

snare TICIEIEIES]




Follow Sigma Xi on social media

Sigma Xi is on these platforms:

* Facebook

* Twitter: #SigmaXimtg, #honorinscience, #myGIAR, #scicomm
* |nstagram

* LinkedIln

* Google+

* YouTube

Please follow us to stay connected!
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Not Sure How to Tweet?

Meet me at the Sigma Xi booth in Grand
Hall West from 5-5:30 p.m. on Friday or
8-8:30 a.m. on Saturday to ask
guestions!
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